Mr. Gill , On the Opposition 
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; the Opposition of the Minor Planet Melpomene as a means of 
determining the Solar Parallax. By Sir. David Gill. 

|S| 

|t— | 

]®| The accompanying list contains the Stars of Comparison to 

“be observed with Melpomene. The same remarks apply to them as 
to the case of Mars and Ariadne , for which the comparison stars 
were published in the last number of the Monthly Notices. 

In the case of Melpomene the necessity for Meridian observa¬ 
tions of the comparison stars is specially urgent, because from 
lack of suitable stars a very rigid system of heliometer triangula¬ 
tion cannot be arranged. 

I am indebted to Dr. Auwers of Berlin for the daily places of 
the planet, by which I have been enabled to select the stars of 
comparison. 

I had also intended to observe the planet Iris , but this could 
not be done advantageously without taking up a new station in 
about 20° N\ latitude. The circumstances of the opposition of 
Melpomene are so little less favourable than Iris that the risk and 
loss of time incurred appeared to more than counterbalance the 
advantages offered by the somewhat nearer approach of Iris. 

The circumstances of the opposition of Iris , are, however, 
very favourable for the application of Dr. Galle’s method, and 
it is to be hoped the opportunity will not be lost. 
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Plan of Heliometric Triangulation of Stars to be compared with Melpomene . 
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